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Minutes of the 96th session, Monday 22 January 2018  

19h-21h, Centre John Knox  

Witnessing Together in Geneva (TEAG)  

  
Present: Gabriel Amisi, EPG; Joseph Kabongo, CIRJK; Espoir Adadzi, Marcel Christinat, Michel Monod, Greta Nania, Hans  
Schmocker, Anne-Catherine Schneider, Carl-André Spillmann, Eric Vallelian, EPG; Heinz Buschbeck, Eglise luthérienne  
Genève; Roswitha Golder, Agustin Mestas, Eglise méthodiste-CCLA; Enzo Muser, Sophie OBene, Clarisse Zbinden, Christ  
Nouvelle Alliance +; Nérée Zabsonré, Eglise vieille catholique, Lyon; Lidya Afewerki, Eglise orthodoxe érythréenne; David  
Perrot, Oumar Niang, Joséphine Sanvee, Lay Tshiala, Groupe Sida-Genève; Arthur Askew, Laurence Twaddle, Church of 

Scotland; Christine Housel, Emmanuel Episcopal Church; Joseph Kall, CMR; Marie-Catherine Ngoa-Azombo, Eglise 

presbytérienne camerounaise. (Frank Adu-Gyamfi).   

   
Excused: Ray Woodcock, Miriam Rodriguez, Cyril Ritchie, Jacqueline Assis, Ligia Buvelot, Denis Buvelot, Christian 

Tischhauser, Yvette Milosevic, Samuel Widmer, Hailom Kibrom, Carlos Sintado, Christine Sigwart, Francis Goetschmann.  

  

1. Welcome by Gabriel Amisi  

  

2. Biblical Meditation Espoir Adadzi, Matthew 5, 13-16  

This text seems to have been written to support the witness of a threatened church.  It asks us to 

keep our flavour (salt) and to stay visible (light) in order to witness to the world.  

  

3. Round of Presentations  

  

4. Approval of the Minutes 95 (11.12.2017), majority, 3 abstentions.  

  

5. Presentation of Groupe Sida-Genève, Geneva Aids Group, by David Perrot, director, followed by 

an exchange with the participants. Using a Power-Point, David Perrot presented epidemiological 

evolution of the VIH in Switzerland. The Geneva AIDS Group works in a network together with other 

organisations  (Dialogai, Aspasie, Première ligne, PVA Genève). It is open to everyone. In Geneva, 

the VIH epidemic is still hidden, even with 1% of the population infected (60 new cases a year).  The 

triple therapy has changed the life expectance, but the social isolation is still great (vulnerability).  

The Geneva AIDS group defends the values of respect, diversity, non-judgmental, solidarity, 

community-based approach, and of course privacy and zero discrimination. 

Economic and political stakes. UN-AIDS and who offer screening and care, to be supported by 

Governments and the Pharma. 

Activities of Geneva AIDS Group:    

- Prevention programmes for the public at large (stands, workshops, leaflets, mobile screening units, 

information and training of volunteers  ...).      

- Individual support of people, free and confidential (legal aid, small discussion groups, open days, 

community or sport activities, social networks, paid jobs …) Communication is important (press 

releases, lobbying with political groups …)     

- Work in subsidiarity with the psychological, spiritual, medical, and social areas.   

- The production or (reedition) of helpful documents.  Roswitha encourages the communities to invite 

Geneva AIDS Group, to create awareness of their members (information, prevention, and 

accompaniment). The Gospel calls to life!   

-  
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6. Jeûne genevois 2018, by the steering committee.   

A time of prayer, intercessions and singing is proposed every Wednesday from 18h to 20h, in the 

basement of the Montbrillant church, 16 rue Baulacre. The communities are asked to give a brief 

presentation of themselves during the afternoon.  The theme will specified later, in collaboration with 

Katalina of the WCC, but inspired by “To be a disciple today to transform the world”. 

It is important that the community register (activities, meals, parade) and register children for the 

special programme. The lists are circulating.  There is still room! 

Communities already registered for 6.9.2018.  

You can register also by e- mail ac.schneider@bluewin.ch  

- Welcome: Roswitha Golder  

- Bread: Samuel Widmer, Heiz Buschbeck, Roswitha Golder – Midday meal: CCLA (Augusto Mestas).   

- Desserts: C-A Spillmann, Sophie OBene, Yvette Milosevic, Eric Vallelian.  

- Fruits: R. Golder     

- Activities: COPH (Eric Vallelian), Chorale Jonas (Christine Sigwart)  

- Parade: Evangelical Church of Plainpalais, Eritrean Orthodox Church (Hailom Kibrom), COPH (Eric 

Vallelian), CCLA (Augusto Mestas) - children:  

  

7. TEAG Accounts 2017  

2017 an economical year, with few expenses.  With regards to income, we are grateful to all who 

support TEAG (volunteers or financial). Thanks go to EPG and to the seven communities who pay 

their voluntary contributions. And special thanks to the Lutheran Churches in Switzerland who 

designated TEAG as beneficiary of a collection.   

The TEAG accounts for 2017 show a reserve for 2018.  

The 2018 budget proposal plans to draw on the reserve for the organisation of the Jeûne Genevois.  

TEAG relies on the renewed support of CIRJK, WCC, EPG, of the communities and volunteers.  Only 

together we can continue to witness in Geneva.  Thank you for the commitment of everyone!  

Documents and information regarding payment, on request, ac.schneider@bluewin.ch.  

  

8. Next Meeting - Prochaine rencontre lundi 5.3.2018 de 19h à 21h - Próxima reunión   

  

9. Any Other Business - Divers - Asuntos Varios   

- 23.1, 14h30-16h, HUG Cluse-Roseraie, salle Opéra, Different perspectives: Is life sacred ? with the 

participation of the Muslim, Jewish and Christian chaplains. Other conferences20.2, 20.3, 17.4, 

29.5. - 30.1, de 8h à 20h, Invitation of the Interreligious Platform, Maison des Associations, 15 rue 

des Savoises. Info: 077 417 18 27  

- 3.2, 14h-24h, Communal Hall of Plainpalais, To be different is normal. www.fegaph.ch  

- 4.2, 10h30-17h30, Palexpo, Big inter-church event. www.evangelique-geneve.ch - February 21th, 

7PM, Holy Trinity, History of Christianity in Switzerland, J-F Mayer,  in English, - March 2th-4th , 

Gospel Festival, Holy Trinity Church, 14b rue Mont-Blanc. Anybody is welcome!  

- Training on non-violent communication, Michel Monod  

- The Lent Calendar for 2018, Pain pour le Prochain (PPP)(Bread for the World), du 14.2 au 1.4,  

What I have to offer to change the world www.painpourleprochain.ch – Thanks for taking news of 

the absentees, reminds Marie-Catherine!  

- In Geneva, a number of meetings and religious services are organised during the Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity, from 15 au 25 January 2018.  

Information:   www.epg.ch/evenements/  ou   www.evangelique.ch/sup2018  

                       

Closing prayer: Enzo Muser     acs  
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